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Abstract 

This study seeks to assess the factors affecting 

nursing students learning in the clinical area . 

1. 

The st.udy is dealt with in tbe following sec tions ~ 

Introduction This Chapter deals with the 

significance of the problem, statement of the 

problem, research quest.ions, d e finition of t:erms 

and limitations of the problem. 

2. Methodology And Procedure of Collecting Data -

This Chapter describes the methods u sed for a) 

Selection of Subject b) 'l'he instrurneni.::at.ion 

c) Treai:ment of Data. 

3. Chapter Three -· Reports on t he Analysis and 

Interpretation of Data, the results of which are 

discussed. 

4. Chapter Four - Sutiunarises the conc lusions formed 

from the data and makes relevant recormnendations . 
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An Assessment of Factors Affecting 

Nursing Students Learning in 

7!he Clinical Areas 

Chapter 1 

Introduction 

p ignificance of the Problem: 

.L 

The fact that the profession of nursing has achieved 

respectability in academia cannot be denied by even its 

worst critics. If this trend is to continue, there are 

many problems to which the profession must address its 

attention, one of which is the apparent discrepancy which 

exist between what is taught in nursing schools and what 

is practiced in the clinical areas by nursing students. 

Admittedly, strenuous efforts to close this gap 

have been made, but in many hospitals the gap remains. 

Given a continuance of this situation, nursing theory and 

practice will grow further apart to the detriment of patient 

care a nd nurse training. 

Nursing students are "learners". This places 

respons ibility on both the nursing service as well as 

nurs ing education to create and maintain an "atmosphere" 

that is conducive to nursing· students learning in the 
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clinical · areas. 

Nursing is thought of as a practice discipline, 

and the criterion for the validity of any nursing theory 

is its eventual applicability to practice • 

. In recognition of this fact, the greatest number of 

a student's t~aining hours is devoted to the development 

of practical skills in the clinical area. 

One of the main objectives of nurse education is to 

develop a nurse who is proficient both in theory and 

prac tice. If this objective is to be met, it is incumbent 

on all nursing personnel involved in nursing students 

learning to make a concerted effort toward the attainment of 

this goal. 

Inherent in nursing students learning in the clinical 

areas are factors which are believed to either enhance or 

mitigate against learning which are as follows, the involve

ment of qualified nursing staff in teaching of students in 

the clinical areas, the kind of inter-personal relationship 

which exists between qualified nursing staff and students, 

the students interest in her own learning, the fact that 

nursing students constitute a considerable proportion of 

the work force in hospitals, the availability of supplies 

and equipment and the supervision of nursing students by 



qualified nursing ~taff. 

Hopefully the result of this study would provide 

some valuable insight on this important aspect of nursing 

education. 

The interest in factors affecting nursing students 

.. 
l earning in the clinical area is generating a lot of 

c oncern in the nursing profession at this time. The 

literature reviewed does contain some opinions which is 

bel ieved to be related to this important aspect of nurse 

education. The investigator also conducted informal 

interviews with nursing personnel which included a number 

of nursing students and revealed the following which has 

been tabulated under various appropriate factors: 

Quali fied .Nursing Staff Display of Interest in 

Students' Learning in Clinical Areas: 

Nuttal · (1976) expressed the view that many qualified 

nurses seemed to have lost their perception, or did not 

regard student teaching as one of their accepted roles. 

Consequently, opportunities for learning in the clinical 

areas was lost by nursing students because of this. A 

final year student was of the opinion that a number of 

qualified nurses felt "unqualified" to teach while others 

felt it was not their role. Others still made no effort 

to do so. On occasions she had been advised to solicit 

help from anot her source, when she had approached some of 



t he qualified nurses. 

Students Interest and Attitude to Learning: 

A prominen·t member of the nur-sing profession revealed 

o n interview that she was of .the opinion that one of the 

most important factors which influensed student learning in 

t he clinical area was her own interest in and attitude to 

learning. As -she believed very strongly that this would 

determine whether a student obtains maximum benefit from the 

clinical experience to which she is exposed. 

Amount of Students Constituting Work Force in 

Clinical Area: 

Based on her experience, a final year student inter

viewed, felt that far to often the student is regarded as, 

and used as "a pair of hands" rather than "a learner". This 

she fe lt resulted in tasks being hurriedly done merely to 

meet Ward demands. As a result, she felt that little thought 

was given to actual performance in terms of it being a 

learning experience. 

Student a nd Qualified Staff Inter-personal 

Relationship: 

A nursing student interviewed felt that often the 

rapport necessary for free communication was not at its best. 

This tended to result in a reluctance on the part of students 



to approach qualified staff on matters related to learning. 

Time Selected for the Teaching of Students 

in the Clinical Area: 

Many of· the students interviewed felt that the need 

existed for selected times exclusively devoted to teaching 

session and the opportunity for students to discuss any 

problems they might have. They felt that this _was necessary 

· because often due to pressure of work, and staff expectation, 

learning needs were not always met. 

Availability of Supplies and Equipment: 

This factor was singled out by both students and 

qualified nurses interviewed as one of the most common 

deterrents to students' application of theory to _practice. 

They expressed the view that far to ~ often supplies were not 

available, this resulted in procedures not being done as 

designated, and a lot of time wasted in trying to procure 

the items needed. 

Application of Theory to Practice in the 

Clinical Area: 

Mac Guire (1969) Birch (1975) have confirmed the long 

held view that what is taught in nursing schools is not 

applied in t he clinical area. 

Nurse educators as well as other interested members 

of the nursing profession recognise the need for improved 

lr----_:_ _ ____ -----. -------



approaches to methods of conducting students' learning in 

the clinical areas. Within these guiding principles, 

coupled with the knowledge that a lot of conjecture has 

gone on as to why there is an apparent problem in the 

appl ication of nursing theory· to practice. This study is 

aimed at assessing the possible facto~s responsible. This 

would , it was hoped, enable nursing personnel if need be, to 

restructure and rethink the student learning process in the 

clinical area. As no known study has been specifically 

done in this area in the Bahamas 
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Statement Of The Problem 

The aim of the study is two fold. 

A. To assess what factors nursing students felt affected 

their learning in the clinical areas. 

a. To assess what factors qualified nursing staff felt 

affected nursing students' learbing in the clinical 

areas. 

Research Questions: 

The particular aspects of the problem to be investigated 

are: 

1. Are learning experiences planned in the clinical areas 

for nursing students? 

2. What are the effects of planned learning experiences 

on pursing students learning? 

3. What problems li any, do nursing students and qualified 

nurses encounter in the clinical areas relative to 

nursing students learning? 

4 . Are nursing students supervised in the clinical areas 

by qualified nursing staff? 

5 . Do students display interest in their learning in the 

clinical areas? 

6 . . Do qualified nurses display interest in students 

, learning in the clinical area? 



7. Are students able to apply theory to practice in the 

clinical area? 

a. Are nursing students and qualified nursing staff able 

to establish inter-personal relationship with each other? 

9. What suggestions if any, would nursing students and 

qualified nurses like to offer for the improvement of 

students learning in the clinical area. 

Definition of Terms: 

Nursing Students. 

A "learner" who is a member of a three year registered 

nurses programme leading to certification. 

Qualified Nurse. 

Is a person who has completed a programme of basic 

nursing. Such a person has the "expected role" of partie-

ipation i n student teaching in the clinical area. 

Clinical Areas. 

Are those areas of the hospital which are utilized for 

· patients requiring confinement to hospital. Students are 

allocated t o these areas to gain practice skills. 

Learning. 

Is c o nc e r ned w~th the acquisition and attainment of 
I 

competence in the practical skills in the clin~cal areas. This 

learning should be purposive and planned. 



Nursing Officer. 

A qualified nurse who has been delega~ed the respon

sibility for management of specific clinical areas. 

Cl inical Instructor. 

A member of the tutorial staff of the nursing school 

who is · responsib1e for teaching of students in the clinical 

areas. 

Limitations of the Problem: 

1. The results of the study will be limited to second 

and third year students only and may not be applicable 

to first year students. 

2 . The responses to questionnaires will be of a general 

nature, as no ward specif.ication was sort from the 

subjects. 

3 . This study deals with the subjects' own personal 

opinions. 
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Methodology 

Chapter 11 

The application of theoretical knowledge to that of 

.. 
practical skills by nursing students, is at present 

generating conqern amongst nurse educators, both at national 

and international levels. 

To discover to what extent this is applicable in the 

Bahamian context, a study was designed to assess the factors 

influencing s tudents learning in the clinical areas. 

Selection o f Subjects: 

As the main purposes of the study was to assess 

nursing student·s learning in the clinical area, it was 

decided to draw the sample from a nursing student population 

and a qualified nurse population. This group was included 

because of their "expected role" in the participation of 

nursing students teaching and learning in the clinical areas. 

The first sample was drawn by the stratified sample 

method from nurs ing students in their second and third year 

of a three yea r Registered Nurse Programme. 

30 Nursing students were selected from each group out 

of a total parent population of 84. 
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First year students were omitted from the study as 

they were recent entrants to the Registered Nurse Programme. 

In view of this the investigator felt that very little 

significant contribution could be made by them to the study. 

The second sample was drawn at random from a 

' qualified nurses population. 20 Nurses were selected from 

a population of 35 • 

Instrumentation: 

Two separate questionnaires were constructed since 

it was necessary to obtain information from both students 

and quali f i ed nurses. 

Appendix A - contains a copy of nursing students 

questionnaire. Appendix B - contains a copy of the 

qualified nurses questionnaire. 

Students (Nursing) Questionnaire: 

On t he basis of informal interviews, comments were 

made that h elped in the formulation of the questionnaire to 

find out whether learning experiences were planned in the 

clinical are a s for students, and if so, by whom it was 

planned as well as its effect on learning. Questions 1, 

2, and 3 on the questionnaire were designed for this purposa 

In order to find out whether students are able to 

apply what they were taught in the school of nursing to the 

clinical situat ion, question 5 on the questionnaire was 
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was designed for this purpose. 

In order to find out whether students are supervised 

by qual ified nursing staff while in the clinical areas, 

questions 6 and 7 were designed for this purpose on the 

questionnaire. 

To ascertain whether qualified nurses displayed 

interest in the teaching and learning of students, 

question 8 on the questionnaire was designed for this 

purpose. 

To find out whether nursing students are able to 

communicate satisfactorily with nursi~g personnel in the 

clinical areas, questions 9 and 10 were designed for this 

purpose on the questionnaire. 

To find out whether nursing students encountered 

any learning problems while in the clinical areas, question 

11 was designed for this purpose on the questionnaire. 

In order to elicit any suggestions which students 

might have as to how student learning could be improved 

question 12, was designed for this purpose on the question-

naire. 

Qualified Nurses Questionnaire: 

To find out whether learning experiences are planned 

for nursing students by qualified nurses and to what extent 

they participate in students teaching and learning, as well 
I 
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as h ow qualified nurses felt learning was influenced by 

planned ·learning experiences, questions 1, 2 and 3 were 

designed for this purpose on the questionnaire. 

I n order to find out whether students seemed interested 

and will ing to learn, question 4 on ~he questionnaire was 

designed f or this purpose. 

To find out whether qualified staff felt that they 

were able to establish rapport with nursing students easily, 

question 5 on the questionnaire was designed for this 

purpose. 

In order to find out what problems, . if any, qualified 

nurses encountered most frequently with students teaching 

and learning i n the clinical areas, question 6 on the 

questionnaire was designed for this purpose. 

To find out whether qualified nursing staff wished to 

see any particular area improved in the clinical areas, 

relative to students' teaching and learning, question 7 on 

the questionnaire was designed for this purpose. 

Both quest ionnaires were pre-tested prior to the final 

construction. Both multiple choice and open ended 

questions were included. Some of the questions included 

were identical for both groups, this was done for compara-

tive purposes. 30 Questionnaires were distributed to one 

group of nursing students on ~he same occasion. An 
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explanation was given regarding the purpose of the study 

by the investigator. 

The remaining questionnaires were distributed to 

the other subjects accompanied by a covering letter (see 

appendix C). 

Treatment of Data: 

The dat~ will be presented in the form of percents. 

comparisons will be made between nursing students and 

qualified nurses responses. 
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Analysis And Interpretation of Data 

Chapter 111 

concern has been expressed by members of the nursing 

profession over the apparent discrepancy which exists 

between what is taught in schools of nursing and its 

application to · practice skills by nursing students in the 

clinical areas . It was felt that an assessment of factors 

which affect nursing · students learning in the clinical areas 

would help to provide vital information relative to this 

problem. 

Out of a total of sixty questionnaires distributed 

to nursing students, fifty were returned. A considerable 

amount of difficulty was encountered by the investigator 

when efforts were made to collect a number of questionnaires 

from some of the respondents. Twenty questionnaires were 

distributed to a group of qualified nurses and twenty were 

returned. 

The findi ngs of the study will be presented in tabular 

and narrative form. 

•, , 
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Table 1 

planned Learning Experiences: 

Table 1 Shows percentage responding to the degree of 

planning learning experience by status. 

NURSING QUALIFIED 
STUDENTS NURSES 
N % N % 

Always 6 12 6 30 

Often 30 60 5 25 

Seldom 13 26 7 35 

Never 1 2 - -

No Res ponse - - 2 10 

TOTAL 50 100 20 100 

The majority (60%) of nursing students felt that learning 

experiences were often planned for them in the clinical 

areas compared with 25% qualified nurses. Whilst 26% of 

nurs ing students compared with 35% of qualified nurses felt 

that they were seldom planned. 2% of nursing students felt 

that experiences were never planned. 
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Table 2 

Personnel Responsible For ,Planning: 

Learning Experiences. 

Table 2 Shows personnel indicated as being respon

sible ~or planning learning experiences 

most frequently in the clinical areas. 

N % 

Qualified Nurse 12 24 

Clinical Instructor 28 56 

Doctors 

No Response 10 20 

TOTAL 50 100 

The majority of nursing students (56%) responded that the 

clinical instructor was responsible for planning of 

exper iences in the clinical area, whilst 24% felt that the 

Regis tered Nurs e was responsible. 

not respond. 

20% of students did 
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Table 3 

Affect o f Planned Experiences on Learning: 

Table 3 Students opinions on how their learning is 

affected when experiences are planned for them 

in the ·clinical areas . .. 

ACTUAL STATEMENTS MADE BY STUDENTS 

1. Helps me to appl~ theory to practice. 

2. I am stimulated to learn. 

3. I am better able to set learning goals. 

4. More knowledge is gained. 

5. One gets to know the procedure better. 

6 . More willing to learn when I see willingness 

to help me. 

7 . Makes learning more meaningful. 

8. Lets one know what is expected of her. 

9. Prepares one psychologically. 

10. ~nfluences me t o better practical skills. 

TOTAL 

N 

2 

6 

12 

2 

3 

5 

14 

4 

1 

1 

50 

4 

12 

24 

4 

6 

10 

28 

10 

2 

2 

100 

All of the students i ndicated that their learning was affected 

in a positive way when experiences are planned for them. 
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Table 4 

students Interest in Learning: 

Table 4 

Always 

Often 

Seldom 

Never 

No Response 

TOTAL 

Shows the degree to which nursing students 

display interest in their own learning. 

N % 

5 25 

14 70 

1 5 

- -
- -

20 100 

Based on the data collected on this item, 70% of qualified 

nurses indicated that nursing students often displayed interest 

in their learning. Whilst 25% felt that students always show 

interest in their learning, 5% stated that they seldom displayed 

interest. 
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Table 5 

Qualified Nurses Interest in Students• Learning: 

Table 5 

. 

Always 

Often 

Seldom 

Never 

No Response 

TOTAL 

Shows the degree to which qualified nurses 

display interest in student learning. 

.. N % 

4 8 

36 72 

10 20 

- -

- -

50 100 

Based on data collected under this item, 72% of nursing 

students stated that qualified nurses often displayed interest 

in their learning. Whereas 20% felt that they seldom display 

interest, 8% stated that they always showed interest. 
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Table 6 

Inter-personal Relationship: 

Table 6 Shows the degree to which nursing students and 

qualified nursing staff are able to establish 

rapport. 

NURSING QUALIFIED 
STUDENTS NURSES 

·- N % N % 

Always 8 16 8 40 

Often 35 70 10 50 

Seldom 6 12 1 5 

Never - - - -

No Response 1 2 1 5 

TOTAL 50 100 20 100 

The majority of both nursing students and qualified nurses 

indicated that they were often aple to establish rapport. 

40% of the qualified nurses stated that they were always 

able to do so, compared with 16% of nursing students who 

gave the same reply. 
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Inter-personal Relationship: 

22 

Table 7 Shows the persons whom students would prefer to 

approach if they had a problem in the clinical 

areas. 

N % 

Qualified Nurse 5 10 

Clinical Instructor 35 70 

Doctors - -

No Response 10 20 

TOTAL 50 100 

Based on the data collected on this item, 70% of nursing 

students indicated that they would approach the clinical 

i nstructor if they had a problem in the clinical area. 

Compared to 10% of students who felt that they would approach 

the qualified nurse. 

to this question. 

20% of nursing students did not respond 
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Table 8 

Supervision of Students in Clinical Areas: 

Table 8 

Always 

Often 

Seldom 

Never 

No Response 

TOTAL 

Shows the incidence of supervision of nursing 

students ·by qualified nu~ing staff in the 

clinical areas. 

N % 

5 10 

33 . 66 

8 16 

4 8 

- -

50 100 

The majority of nursing students (66%) stated that they were 

often supervised by qualified nursing staff in the clinical 

areas. Compared with 16% who felt that students were seldom 

supervised. 10% said that they were always supervised, 

whils t 8% said that they were never. 
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Personnel Responsible for Supervision of Students: 

Table ·g 

Qualified 

Cliriical 

Shows the personnel indicated as assuming 

responsibility for supervision of students 

most frequently. 

N % 

Nurse 37 74 

Instructor 13 26 

Nursing Officer - -

No Response - -

TOTAL 50 100 

24 

Data under this item showed that 74% of nursing students 

s tated that they are supervised most frequently by qual i fied 

nurses in the clinical areas. Compared with 26% of students 

who stated that they were supervised by the clinical 

instructor ~ 
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Table 10 

Application of Theory to Practice: 

Table 10 

Always 

Often 

Seldom 

Never 

No Response 

TOTAL 

Shows the degree to which nursing students 

can apply theory to practice in the 

clinicai areas. 

N % 

2 4 

30 60 

15 30 

1 2 

2 4 

50 100 

Data under this item showed that 60% of nursing students 

stated that they are often able to apply theory to practice 

in the clinical areas as ~ is taught in the classroom 

compared with 3~/o of students who stated that they are 

seldom able to do so. 2% indicated that they are never 

able to do so. 
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Table 11 

Learning Problems Encountered Most Frequently by Students: 

Table 11 Problems identified as being encountered most 

frequently by nursing students in the clinical 

areas related to learning. 

PROBLEMS 
N % 

1. Heavy work load 20 40 

2. Lack of supplies and equipment 10 20 

3. Over crowding of Wards 6 12 

4 '. Shortage of trained staff 4 8 

5. Inability to carry out procedures 

as planned 7 14 

6. Lack of supervision 3 6 

TOTAL 50 100 

Data under this item showed that a variety of problems were 

identified, 40% of students indicated heavy work loads. as 

the most frequently occurring, whilst 20% stated that a lack 

o f s upplies and equipment was the problem they encountered, 

14% s aid the inability to carry out procedures as planned. 
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Table 12 

Problems Encountered Most Frequently by Qualified Nurses 

in the Clinical Areas Related to Nursing Students Learning: 

Table 12 Problems encountered most frequently in the 

clinical areas related to nursing students 

learning by qualified nurses. 

PROBLEMS 

1. Insufficient time to devote to student · 

teaching 

2. Lack of supplies and equipment 

3. OVer crowding of Wards 

4. Students task orientated 

5. Students reluctance to participate in 

discussions 

6. Time chosen for teaching of students by 

clinical instructors not convenient to 

ward functioning 

TOTAL 

7 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

20 

35 

30 

15 

5 

5 

10 

100 

Based on data collected from this item the majority of 

qualified nurses identified insufficient time to devote to 

student teaching and lack of supplies and equipment as the 

Probl ems most frequently encountered·. Over crowding of 

1.. 
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Table · 13 

Nursing Students Suggestions for improvement of their Learning: 

Table 13 Suggestion made by Students for improvement 

of their learning in the clinical areas. 

SUGGESTIONS 

1 •. Students should not be relied upon so 

heavily for ward duties 

2. Improvement in availability of supplies and 

equipment 

3. More direct supervision by clinical 

instructor 

4. Qualified nurses can spend more time with 

students 

5. Having nursing officers more involved 

6. More respect shown for students 

7 . More constructive criticism by trained 

nurses 

TOTAL 

N 

17 

8 

5 

6 

7 

4 

3 

50 

34 

16 

10 

12 

14 

8 

6 

100 

Based on the data collected 34% of students suggested that they 

s hould not b e relied ~.pon so heavily for ward duties. 16% 

s uggested improvement in availability of supplies, whilst 14% 
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Table 13 (Continued) 

suggested having nursing officers more involved in students 

learning. 
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Table 14 

Qualified Nurses Suggestions fo r Improvements in Students 

Learning: 

Table 14 Suggestions proposed by qualified nurses 

for the improvement of nursing stud~nts 

learning in the clinical areas. 

SUGGESTIONS N 

1. Clinical instructors present at all times 

for teaching purposes 8 

2. Senior nursing officers from nursing school 

should visit more often 3 

3. Increase ward staff 4 

4. More adequate bed space 2 

5. Reduce number of students 2 

6. More enthusiasm displayed by students 1 

TOTAL 20 

40 

15 

20 

10 

10 

5 

100 

Ba sed on data collected from this - i t em, the majority of 

qualified nurses (40%) suggested that clinical instructors be 

pr e sent in the clinical areas at all times, 20% suggested that 

t he number of ward st.aff be increased. 
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Discussion of Findings: 

The data presented do show some support for a number 

of views cited in the review of the literature in Chapter 1. 

The findings in this study indicated that both 

nursing students and qualified nurses showed a tendency to 

agree that learning experiences are planned for students in the 

clinical areas,as it was reflected in their answer to sub -

problem 1. However, a significant number of qualified nurses 

stated that they were seldom planned (See Table 1). 

With respect to the personnel who planned experiences 

most frequently for students, the majority of respondents cited 

the clinical instructor as the person who planned the 

experiences most often. An appreciable number signified 

that the qualified nurse assumed this responsibility on 

occasions, but to a lesser degree. These answers were 

obtained in response to sub-problem 2 (See Table 2). 

Regarding the affects of planned learning experiences 

in students learning. All nurses students felt strongly 

that their learning was affected in a positive way when 

experiences were planned for .them. This question was related 

to sub-problem 3 (See Table 3). 
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Qualified nurses in responding to a question rela-

ting to sub-problem 5 agreed that a large majority of 

nursing students displayed interest in their own 

learning (See Table 4). 

A similar question was asked of nursing students 

regarding the qualified nurses display of interest in 

student learning. A large percentage of students 

indicated that qualified nurses often displayed interest 

in students learning (See Table 5). 

Both nursing students and qualified nurses 

indicated in their response to a question related to sub-

problem 8 that they were able to establish inter-personal 

relationships with each other satisfactorily (See Table 

6 & 7). 

In response to a question pertaining to the 

supervision of nursing students while in the clinical areas, 

the students agreed overwhelming that they were super--
vised by qualified nursing staff while learning in the 

clinical areas. This was reflected in their answers to a 

question related to sub-problem 4 (See Table 8 & 9). 

The majority of nursing students indicated that they 

a re often able to apply theory to practice in the clinical 

areas. However, an appreciable number of students signified 
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that they were seldom able to do so. Both of these views 

were elicited in response to a question related to sub

problem _S (See Table 10). 

Both nursing students and qualified nurses 

identified problems encountered in the clinical areas rela

tive to students teaching/learning as was reflected in the 

answer to sub-problem 3 (See Table 11 & 12). 

In response to a question related to sub-problem 8, 

both nursing students and qualified nurses suggested 

how they felt student learning could be improved in the 

clinical areas (See Table 12 & 13). 
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Summary And Conclusion 

Chapter lV 

This study was designed to assess what ~actors 

nursing students and qualified nurses~felt affected 

nursing students' learning in the clinical areas. 60 

nursing students and 20 qualified nurses were included in 

the study. Two questionnaires were designed by the 

investigator as the instrument of choice. The data 

obtained was tabulated in the form of percents and where 

applicable, comparisons were made between nursing students 

and qualified nurses responses. 

Findings: 

The data collected do support some of the views 

cited in the review of the literature in Chapter 1. Some 

of the answers anticipated were secured. The findings will be 

presented in accordance with the research questions. 

Planning of Learning Experiences: 

Answers related to planning of learning experiences 

s howed · little discrepancies. Both nursing students and 

qualified nurses agreed that experiences were planned 

fo r students on a frequent basis. This answer was not 

anticipated, as students stated on informal interviews that 
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this is not the case. However, a significant number of 

subjects indicated that experiences were seldom planned. 

Personnel Responsible For Planning Experiences: 

Answers to question 2 as showq in Table 2, 

indicated that the majority of students felt that experiences 

were planned for them most frequently by the clinical 

instructor. This answer was anticipated, as very 

frequently, it is implied by other qualified nurses, that 

she is the person who should assume responsibility for this. 

Effects of Planned Experience on Learning: 

All students felt strongly that their learning was 

affected in a positive way when experiences are planned for 

them ·(see Table 3). This was encouraging as it is felt by 

nursing personnel that if learning is to be effective, it 

should be planned and purposive. 

Students• Interest in Learning: 

In response to question related to sub-problem 5, 

the majority of qualified nurses agreed that nursing 

students displayed a high degree of interest in their ·own 

learning (See Table 4 ). This finding was significant in 

view of the fact that a prominent member of the nursing 
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profession felt very strongly (cited in review of 

literature) that the students interest was one of the 

most important factors affecting the outcome of their 

learning. 

Qualified Nurses Interest in Students Learning: 
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The majority of nursing students in answer to 

question 6, as shown in Table 5, felt that qualified nurses 

often displayed interest in students learning. This 

finding failed to support the view cited in the review of 

the literature by nursing students, which suggested that 

qualified nurses showed little interest in students' learning 

in the clinical areas. 

Application of Theory to Practice: 

Answers to question 7 as shown in Table 10, 

indicated that the majority of nursing students felt that they 

were often able to apply theory to practice in the clinical 

areas. This finding did not fully support previous 

studies which concluded that students often experienced 

problems in applying theory to practice. However, an 

appreciable number of students indicated that they were 

seldom able to apply theory to practice. 

Establishment of Inter-Personal Relationships: 

Both nursing students and qualified nurses showed 

l i ttle or no discrepancies in response to question 8 as shown 

a · r k 
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in Table 6, they both felt that they were often able to 

establish rapport with each other. This finding failed 

to support the view cited in the review of the literature 

by nursing students who concluded that often the rapport 

necessary for free communication was not at its best. 

This they felt resulted in a reluctance by students to 

approach qualified staff on matters related to learning. 

Problems Encountered By Nursing Students 

Related to Learning: 

Answers to question 3 as shown in Table 11, showed 

that the most commonly cited problems by students were 

heavy work load, lack of supplies and equipment , and over 

crowding of Wards. This finding supports some of the views 

cited in the review of the literature by nursing students. 

Those views alluded to students being used as "pair of 

hands", rather than "learners", · and the lack of supplies 

and equipment being regarded as one of the most common 
I 

-to 
deterrentsl\students' learning. 

Problems Encountered By Qualified Nurses 

Related to Learning: 

In response to question 3 as shown in Table 12, the 

most common problems encountered were insufficient time to 



devote to student teaching and learning, lack of 

supplies and equipment and over crowding of Wards. 

It is interesting to note that both students and 

qualified nurses cited similar problem_p. 

Students Suggestions For Improvement In 

Learning in The Clinical Area: 
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Answers to question 8 as shown in Table 13, are very 

closely related to those presented in Table 14. 

The majority of students suggested that students should 

not be relied upon so heavily for ward duty performances 

and that the availability of supplies and equipment should 

be improved. Nursing Officers should be more actively 

involved in student learning/teaching. 

Qualified Nurses Suggestions For Improvement 

In Students Learning: 

Answers to question 8 as shown in Table 14, indicated 

that the majority of qualified nurses wished to have a 

clinical instructor present at all times in the clinical 

area. They also wished to see the number of qualified 

nurses increased. It was also felt that Senior Officers from 

the Nursing School should .visit the clinical areas more often. 
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Limitations: 

1. The results of this study will be limited to second 

and third year students only and may not be 

applicable to first year students. 

~ 

2. The responses to questionnaires will be of a general 

nature .as no ward specification was sort from 

respondents. 

3. This study deals with the subject's own personal 

opinions. 

4. A considerable amount of difficulty was encountered by 

the investigator in analysing the responses to the 

open-ended questions. Consequently, some of the 

responses expressed may not be accurate. 

Conclusions: 

Perhaps by its very nature, research tends to identify 

more problems than advantages, possibly because problems are 

immediate, whilst advantages may be potential or long term. 

However, the investigator feels that research data supplied 

both negative and positive factors that can affect nursing 

students learning 1n the clinical areas. 
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1. Both nursing students and qualified nurses displayed 

a high degree of interest in nursing students 

learning in the clinical areas. This should augur 

well for students learning. 

2. Students have apparently been used more as a part 

of "the labour force" in the clinical areas, rather 

than primarily as "learners" preparing themselves 

for future responsibility. 

3. Qualified nurses do appreciate the role they are 

expected to play in the education of nursing 

students in the clinical areas. This. is suggested 

by their stated problem of having insufficient time 

to devote to students and by a request for clinical 

instructors to be present at all times in the clinical 

area for the purpose of teaching students. 

Recommendations: 

Based on the research data analysis and the judgement of 

the investigator, the finding and conclusions of this study 

showed that the need exists for improvement in some aspects of 

the problem studied. Within this premise, therefore the 

following recommendations are made: 
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1. That where possible the number of qualified nurses 

be increased to help ensure that students are not 

deprived of utilising learning opportunities due to 

shortage of this grade of staff. 

2. To minimise the. reliance on nursing students for 

the perforrnance of ward tasks to the detriment of 

their learning. 

Findings of this stucy are only a begining in a 

progressively extensive area and it is hoped that these 

findings will at least provide the stimulus for further 

investigations. 
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P.ppe~dix 1 

Nursing_ Students _Questionnaire 

1. Are learning experiences planned in the clinical 

areas for nursing students? 

a) Always 

b) Often 

c) Seldom 

d) Never 

2. If your answer is a) or b) by whom is the 

experience planned most frequently? 

a) Registered Nurse 

b) Clinical Instructor 

c) Doctors 

d) Ot.hers 

3. When learning experiences are planned for nurs ing 

studen·i.:s in the clinical areas, how is your 

learning affected. Please explain. 

4. Are you able to carry out procedures as they are 

taught in the classroom in the clinical areas ? 

a) Al\olrays 

b) Ofte n 
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4. c) Seldom 

d) Never 

5. Are you supervised by qualified nursing staff 

while learning in the clinical areas? 

a) Always 

b) Often 

c) Seldom 

d) Never 

6. Supervision of nursing students is done most 

frequently by: 

a) Nursing Officers 

b) Registered Nurses 

c) Clinical Instructors 

7. If you had a problem in the clinical area, who 

would you go to? 

a) Nursing Officer 

b) Registered Nurse 

c) Clinical Instructor 

d) Others 

8. Do trained staff display interest in the teaching 

and learning of students? 

a) Alway s 

b) Often 
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8. c) Seldom 

d) Never 

3 

9. Are you able to communicate satisfactorily with 

nursing personnel in the clinical areas? 

a) Always 

b) Often 

c) Seldom 

d) Never 

10. What t wo lear ning problems do you enc ounter most 

frequent ly in the clinical areas? Please s tate. 

11. Woul d you like to make any sugges t ions as to how 

student learning could be improved in the clinical 

are a. 
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Qu~l~fied Nurs~~~taff 

_Q'I.:te s t i o nna i r c::_ 

1. Do yon plan lea rning experiences for the students 

in your area: 

a ) l1.l v.;a ys 

b) Often 

c) Seldom 

d) NGver 
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2. In your opinion , how is student learning .influenced 

by planned l earning experiences? 

3 . ~vhat problems, if any, do yo u encounter most. 

frequently with student teaching/learning i n 

cl i nical area? 

4. Do s tudents s e em int erested and will ing to learn: 

a} l1l\\'ays 

b ) Oft:en 

c) Seldom 

d) Neve r 

5 . Do you e stabl i sh rapport 1tTi.th nursing students 

easily: 

a) Always 

b) Ofte n 

c) Seldorn 
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5. d) Never 

6. Would you like to see any particular areas improved 

in the Nursing students teaching/learning situations 

in the Clinical Area? 
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Appendix 111,. 

Dear Student/Colleague: 

I am conducting a. study \vhicb is re l ate d to nursing 

students' learning in · ~:he clinical areas~ Would you 

kindly read the attached questionnaire and tick against the 

ans\ver which to the best of your kno•tJledge is true: there 

are no right or wrong answers. The answers which you give 

vlOuld contribute j_n some way t .owa rd nursing· educa·tion in 

t.he Ba h umas. It is not necess a r.y to sign your na·:ne. 

Plea se ;nake an effort to ansv.Je r each ques tion. 

Yours very "l:ruJ.y, 

Ernestine Douglas . 




